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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR MODELING
AND PROCESSING VEHICULAR TRAFFIC
DATA AND INFORMATION AND APPLYING
THEREOF

This application is a Continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 10/999,994 filed 1 Dec. 2004, which is a Divi-
sional of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/461,478 filed
Jun. 16, 2003, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,879,907 which is a Con-
tinuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/939,620 filed
Aug. 28, 2001, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,587,781, which claims
priority from U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/227,905,
filed Aug. 28, 2000, all of which applications are hereby
incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention relates to the field of vehicular traffic
data and information and, more particularly, to a method and
system for modeling and processing vehicular traffic data and
information, and using the modeled and processed vehicular
traffic data and information for providing a variety of vehicu-
lar traffic related service applications to end users.

Despite continuing investing in massive amounts of finan-
cial and human resources, current road network capacities
insufficiently meet the needs dictated by current levels and
growth rates of traffic volume. This dilemma relates to current
road network capacities, in general, and current road network
capacities in urban, suburban, and rural, environments, in
particular. Road congestion, or, equivalently, inconveniently
high levels or volumes of vehicular road traffic, is a persistent
major factor resulting from this dilemma, and needs to be
given proper attention and taken into account for efficiently
scheduling trips, selecting travel routes, and for attempting to
efficiently allocate and exploit time, by individual drivers, as
well as by vehicular traffic logistics personnel such as com-
pany vehicular fleet managers, responsible for performing
such activities. Road congestion and associated traffic data
and information also need to be well understood and used by
a wide variety of public and private occupations and person-
nel, such as designers, planners, engineers, coordinators, traf-
fic law makers and enforcers, directly and/or indirectly
involved in designing, planning, controlling, engineering,
coordinating, and implementing, a wide variety of activities,
events, and/or construction projects, which depend upon
accurate descriptions of current and future vehicular traffic
situations and scenarios. This situation is a main driving force
for the on-going development and application of various
methods, systems, and devices, for acquiring, analyzing, pro-
cessing, and applying, vehicular traffic data and information.

There are various prior art techniques for acquiring, ana-
lyzing, processing, and applying, vehicular traffic data and
information. A few examples of recent prior art in this field
are U.S. Pat. No. 6,236,933, issued to Lang, entitled “Instan-
taneous Traffic Monitoring System”, U.S. Pat. No. 6,012,012,
issued to Fleck et al., entitled “Method And System For
Determining Dynamic Traffic Information”, U.S. Pat. No.
6,240,364, issued to Kemer et al., entitled “Method And
Device For Providing Traffic Information”, and, U.S. Pat. No.
5,845,227, issued to Peterson, entitled “Method And Appa-
ratus For Providing Shortest Elapsed Time Route And Track-
ing Information To Users”.

Prior art techniques typically include calculating velocities
of vehicles, for example, by acquiring series of exact loca-
tions of the vehicles located along roads in known time inter-
vals, by measuring vehicular traffic flux along roads, espe-
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cially, along highways, and/or, by a variety of other means
known in the field. There are prior art techniques which are
either based on, or, include, the use of networks of fixed or
static traffic sensors or electronic devices, such as video cam-
eras, induction boxes, tag readers, traffic detectors, and so on,
which are installed and fixed along known locations of main
traffic arteries and/or traffic volume. Fixed or static traffic
sensors or electronic devices, positioned at known locations,
relay crossing times of vehicles to a computerized central
traffic data and information handling (gathering, collecting,
acquiring, analyzing, processing, communicating, distribut-
ing) system that consequently calculates velocities of the
vehicles between two such sensors.

Significant limitations of developing and implementing
comprehensive, highly accurate and precise, techniques for
acquiring, analyzing, processing, and applying, vehicular
traffic data and information, primarily based upon a system or
network of fixed or static traffic sensors or electronic devices,
are the relatively large amounts and expense of the necessary
infrastructure and maintenance, especially if such resources
are to account for and include vehicular traffic data and infor-
mation associated with a plethora of minor roads character-
ized by low volumes of vehicular traffic.

More recent prior art techniques are either based on, or, at
least include, the use of mobile sensors or electronic devices
physically located in or attached to vehicles, each of which is
uniquely or specifically designated or assigned to a particular
vehicle, whereby the mobile sensors or electronic devices
automatically transmit vehicle locations to the computerized
central traffic data and information handling system accord-
ing to pre-determined time intervals, and, whereby, vehicle
velocities are relatively simple to calculate for vehicle loca-
tions acquired with sufficient accuracy.

For obtaining dynamic vehicle location and velocity data
and information, having varying degrees of accuracy and
precision, from uniquely or specifically dedicated in-vehicle
mobile sensors or electronic devices, such prior art tech-
niques make use of well known global positioning system
(GPS) and/or other types of mobile wireless communication
or electronic vehicular tracking technologies, such as cellular
telephone or radio types of mobile wireless communications
networks or systems, involving the use of corresponding
mobile wireless devices such as cellular telephones, laptop
computers, personal digital assistants (PDAs), transceivers,
and other types of telemetric devices, which are uniquely or
specifically designated or assigned to a particular vehicle.
Establishing and maintaining various communications of the
mobile sensors or electronic devices, the computerized cen-
tral traffic data and information handling system, and, vehicu-
lar end-users, are also performed by mobile wireless commu-
nication networks or systems, such as cellular telephone
mobile wireless communications networks or systems, for
example, involving the Internet.

Itis noted, however, that due to the requirement of uniquely
or specifically designating or assigning each mobile sensor or
electronic device to a particular vehicle during the process of
gathering, collecting, or acquiring, the vehicular traffic data
and information, the potential number of mobile sensors or
electronic devices providing dynamic vehicle location and
velocity data and information to the computerized central
traffic data and information handling system is limited, in
proportion to the number of vehicles featuring the particular
mobile wireless communication or electronic vehicular track-
ing technology. For example, currently, there is a significantly
larger potential number of vehicles associated with cellular
telephone types of a mobile wireless communication network
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or system compared to the potential number of vehicles asso-
ciated with GPS types of a mobile wireless communication
network or system.

Various specific techniques for manually and electroni-
cally gathering, collecting, or acquiring, vehicular traffic data
and information are relatively well developed and taught
about in the prior art. Moreover, various specific techniques
for electronically communicating, sending, or distributing,
analyzed and processed vehicular traffic data and information
in vehicular traffic related service applications to end users
are also relatively well developed and taught about in the prior
art. However, there remains a strong on-going need for devel-
oping better, more comprehensive, highly accurate and pre-
cise, yet, practicable and implementable techniques for ana-
lyzing, modeling, and processing, the acquired, collected, or
gathered, vehicular traffic data and information. This last
aspect is especially true with regard to using vehicular traffic
data and information for comprehensively, yet, accurately
and practicably, describing current and predicting future
vehicular traffic situations and scenarios, from which vehicu-
lar traffic data and information are used for providing a vari-
ety of vehicular traffic related service applications to end
users.

In the prior art, a critically important aspect requiring new
and improved understanding and enabling description for
developing better, more comprehensive, highly accurate and
precise, yet, practicable and implementable techniques for
analyzing, modeling, and processing, the acquired, collected,
or gathered, vehicular traffic data and information, relates to
the use of a geographical information system (GIS), or, other
similarly organized and detailed spatial representation of a
network of roads, for a particular local or wide area region,
within which the vehicular traffic data and information are
acquired, collected, or gathered. In particular, there is a need
for properly and efficiently ‘spatially’ modeling a road net-
work, and, properly and efficiently ‘spatially’ modeling,
interrelating, and correlating, the vehicular traffic data and
information which are acquired, collected, or gathered,
among a plurality of sub-regions, sub-areas, or, other desig-
nated sub-divisions, within the particular local or wide area
region of the spatially modeled road network. Furthermore,
there is a particular need for incorporating the factor or
dimension of time, for properly and efficiently ‘spatially and
temporally’ defining, interrelating, and correlating, the
vehicular traffic data and information which are acquired,
collected, or gathered, among the plurality of sub-regions,
sub-areas, or, other designated sub-divisions, within the par-
ticular local or wide area region of the spatially modeled road
network.

In the prior art, another critically important aspect requir-
ing new and improved understanding and enabling descrip-
tion relates to the modeling and processing of vehicular traffic
data and information which are acquired, collected, or gath-
ered, using techniques based on cellular telephone types of
mobile wireless communications networks or systems, which
to date, feature relatively low accuracy and precision of
vehicle locations compared to the less widely used, but sig-
nificantly more highly accurate and precise, GPS types of
mobile wireless communication or electronic vehicular track-
ing technologies.

In prior art, another critically important aspect requiring
new and improved understanding and enabling description
relates to the modeling and processing of vehicular traffic
data and information which are acquired, collected, or gath-
ered, from an ‘arbitrary’, non-pre-determined or non-desig-
nated, population or group of vehicles each including a
uniquely or specifically designated or assigned mobile sensor
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or electronic device, therefore, resulting in a potentially large
number of mobile sensors or electronic devices providing
dynamic vehicle location and velocity data and information to
the computerized central traffic data and information han-
dling system.

In the prior art, another critically important aspect requir-
ing new and improved understanding and enabling descrip-
tion relates to the proper and efficient combining or fusing of
a variety of vehicular traffic data and information which are
acquired, collected, or gathered, using a combination of a
various techniques based on networks of fixed or static traffic
sensors or electronic devices, GPS and/or cellular telephone
types of mobile wireless communications networks or sys-
tems, and, various other manual and electronic types of
vehicular traffic data and information such as historical and/
or event related vehicular traffic data and information.

In the prior art, another important aspect requiring under-
standing and enabling description relates to techniques for
protecting the privacy of individuals associated with or host-
ing the sources, that is, the mobile sensors or electronic
devices, of vehicular traffic data and information which are
acquired, collected, or gathered, using techniques based on
GPS and/or cellular telephone types of mobile wireless com-
munications networks or systems. The inventors are unaware
of any prior art teaching for performing this in the field of
vehicular traffic data and information.

There is thus a strong need for, and it would be highly
advantageous to have a method and system for modeling and
processing vehicular traffic data and information, and using
the modeled and processed vehicular traffic data and infor-
mation for providing a variety of vehicular traffic related
service applications to end users. Moreover, there is a par-
ticular need for such a generally applicable method and sys-
tem with regard to using vehicular traffic data and information
for comprehensively, yet, accurately and practicably, describ-
ing current and predicting future vehicular traffic situations
and scenarios, from which vehicular traffic data and informa-
tion are used for providing the variety of vehicular traffic
related service applications to the end users.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method and system for
modeling and processing vehicular traffic data and informa-
tion, and using the modeled and processed vehicular traffic
data and information for providing a variety of vehicular
traffic related service applications to end users. The present
invention especially includes features for using vehicular
traffic data and information for comprehensively, yet, accu-
rately and practicably, describing current and predicting
future vehicular traffic situations and scenarios, from which
vehicular traffic data and information are used for providing
the variety of vehicular traffic related service applications to
the end users.

Thus, according to the present invention, there is provided
amethod and a system for modeling and processing vehicular
traffic data and information, comprising: (a) transforming a
spatial representation of a road network into a network of
spatially interdependent and interrelated oriented road sec-
tions, for forming an oriented road section network; (b)
acquiring a variety of the vehicular traffic data and informa-
tion associated with the oriented road section network, from
avariety of sources; (¢) prioritizing, filtering, and controlling,
the vehicular traffic data and information acquired from each
of the variety of sources; (d) calculating a mean normalized
travel time (N'TT) value for each oriented road section of said
oriented road section network using the prioritized, filtered,
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and controlled, vehicular traffic data and information associ-
ated with each source, for forming a partial current vehicular
traffic situation picture associated with each source; (e) fusing
the partial current traffic situation picture associated with
each source, for generating a single complete current vehicu-
lar traffic situation picture associated with entire oriented
road section network; (f) predicting a future complete vehicu-
lar traffic situation picture associated with the entire oriented
road section network; and (g) using the current vehicular
traffic situation picture and the future vehicular traffic situa-
tion picture for providing a variety of vehicular traffic related
service applications to end users.

The present invention successfully overcomes all the pre-
viously described shortcomings and limitations of presently
known techniques for analyzing, modeling, and processing,
the acquired, collected, or gathered, vehicular traffic data and
information. Especially with regard to using vehicular traffic
data and information for comprehensively, yet, accurately
and practicably, describing current and predicting future
vehicular traffic situations and scenarios, from which vehicu-
lar traffic data and information are used for providing a vari-
ety of vehicular traffic related service applications to end
users. Another important benefit of the present invention is
that it is generally applicable and complementary to various
different “upstream’ prior art techniques of gathering, collect-
ing, or acquiring, vehicular traffic data and information, and,
generally applicable and complementary to various different
‘downstream’ prior art techniques of electronically commu-
nicating, sending, or distributing, the analyzed, modeled, and
processed, vehicular traffic data and information in vehicular
traffic related service applications to end users.

Implementation of the method and system for modeling
and processing vehicular traffic data and information, and
using the modeled and processed vehicular traffic data and
information for providing a variety of vehicular traffic related
service applications to end users, according to the present
invention, involves performing or completing selected tasks
or steps manually, automatically, or a combination thereof.
Moreover, according to actual instrumentation and/or equip-
ment used for implementing a particular preferred embodi-
ment of the disclosed invention, several selected steps of the
present invention could be performed by hardware, by soft-
ware on any operating system of any firmware, or a combi-
nation thereof. In particular, as hardware, selected steps of the
invention could be performed by a computerized network, a
computer, a computer chip, an electronic circuit, hard-wired
circuitry, or a combination thereof, involving any number of
digital and/or analog, electrical and/or electronic, compo-
nents, operations, and protocols. Additionally, or alterna-
tively, as software, selected steps of the invention could be
performed by a data processor, such as a computing platform,
executing a plurality of computer program types of software
instructions or protocols using any suitable computer operat-
ing system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is herein described, by way of example only,
with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block flow diagram of a preferred embodiment
of the method and system for modeling and processing
vehicular traffic data and information, and using the modeled
and processed vehicular traffic data and information for pro-
viding a variety of vehicular traffic related service applica-
tions to end users, in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a preferred
embodiment of modeling a road network in terms of ‘oriented
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road sections’ as part of, and in relation to, oriented road
section network 14 of method/system 10 of FIG. 1, in accor-
dance with the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a pictorial diagram illustrating exemplary results
obtained from the process of path identification using vehicu-
lar traffic data and information acquired from mobile sensors
ofa cellular phone mobile communication network, in accor-
dance with the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a pictorial diagram illustrating exemplary results
obtained from the process of path identification using vehicu-
lar traffic data and information acquired from mobile sensors
of an anti-theft mobile communication network, in accor-
dance with the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a partial current
vehicular traffic situation picture featuring current NTT val-
ues obtained from an exemplary network source of mobile
sensor vehicular traffic data and information, and indicated
for each oriented road section of an exemplary part of an
oriented road section network, in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating an example of vehicular traffic
behavior associated with an exemplary oriented road section,
in terms of different NTT values plotted as a function of time,
in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a graphical diagram illustrating usage of a three-
dimensional vehicular traffic situation picture for providing
route recommendation types of traffic related service appli-
cations to end users, in accordance with the present invention;
and

FIG. 8 is a graphical diagram illustrating usage of a three-
dimensional vehicular traffic situation picture for providing
traffic alerts and alternative route recommendation types of
traffic related service applications to end users, in accordance
with the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention takes priority from U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 60/227,905, filed Aug. 28, 2000,
entitled “Dynamic Traffic Flow Forecasting, Using Large
Volumes Of Privacy Protected Location Data”, the teachings
of which are incorporated by reference as if fully set forth
herein.

The present invention relates to a method and system for
modeling and processing vehicular traffic data and informa-
tion, and using the modeled and processed vehicular traffic
data and information for providing a variety of vehicular
traffic related service applications to end users. The present
invention especially includes features for using vehicular
traffic data and information for comprehensively, yet, accu-
rately and practicably, describing current and predicting
future vehicular traffic situations and scenarios, from which
vehicular traffic data and information are used for providing
the variety of vehicular traffic related service applications to
the end users.

The present invention features several aspects of novelty
and inventive step over the prior art, for developing better,
more comprehensive, highly accurate and precise, yet, prac-
ticable and implementable techniques for analyzing, model-
ing, and processing, the acquired, collected, or gathered,
vehicular traffic data and information. Several main aspects
of the present invention are briefly described herein. These
and additional aspects of the present invention are described
in more detail thereafter.

One main aspect of the present invention relates to the
adaptation and modeling of a geographical information sys-
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tem (GIS), or, other similarly organized and detailed spatial
representation of a network of roads, for a particular local or
wide area region, within which the vehicular traffic data and
information are acquired, collected, or gathered. In particular,
there is efficiently ‘spatially’ modeling the road network, in
order to accommodate and fit the variety of vehicular traffic
data and information, while limiting the amount of data and
information needed to be stored and handled. By way of this
adaptation and modeling of a road network, especially a GIS
type of road network, there is also properly and efficiently
‘spatially’ modeling, interrelating, and correlating, the
vehicular traffic data and information which are acquired,
collected, or gathered, among a plurality of sub-regions, sub-
areas, or, other designated sub-divisions, within the particular
local or wide area region of the spatially defined road net-
work. Furthermore, there is incorporating the factor or dimen-
sion of time, for properly and efficiently ‘spatially and tem-
porally’ defining, interrelating, and correlating, the vehicular
traffic data and information which are acquired, collected, or
gathered, among the plurality of sub-regions, sub-areas, or,
other designated sub-divisions, within the particular local or
wide area region of the spatially defined road network.

Another main aspect of the present invention relates to the
modeling and processing of vehicular traffic data and infor-
mation which are acquired, collected, or gathered, using tech-
niques based on mobile wireless communications networks
or systems, such as cellular telephone types of networks and
systems, which to date, feature relatively low accuracy and
precision of vehicle locations compared to the less widely
used, but significantly more highly accurate and precise, GPS
types of mobile wireless communication or electronic
vehicular tracking technologies.

Another main aspect of the present invention relates to the
modeling and processing of vehicular traffic data and infor-
mation which are acquired, collected, or gathered, from an
‘arbitrary’, non-pre-determined or non-designated, popula-
tion or group of vehicles each including a uniquely or spe-
cifically designated or assigned mobile sensor or electronic
device, therefore, resulting in a potentially large number of
mobile sensors or electronic devices providing dynamic
vehicle location and velocity data and information to the
computerized central traffic data and information handling
system.

Another main aspect of the present invention relates to
efficient combining or fusing of a variety of vehicular traffic
data and information which are acquired, collected, or gath-
ered, using a combination of various techniques based on
networks of fixed or static traffic sensors or electronic
devices, mobile wireless communications networks or sys-
tems such as GPS and/or cellular telephone networks or sys-
tems, and, various other manual and electronic types of
vehicular traffic data and information such as traffic reports,
incorporating in the fusion process the historical and/or event
related vehicular traffic data and information that is accumu-
lated, analyzed, and processed, from previously accumulated
vehicular traffic data and information in the same system.

Another main aspect of the present invention relates to
techniques for protecting the privacy of individuals associ-
ated with or hosting the sources, that is, the mobile sensors or
electronic devices, of vehicular traffic data and information
which are acquired, collected, or gathered, using techniques
based on GPS and/or cellular telephone types of mobile wire-
less communications networks or systems. The inventors are
unaware of any prior art teaching for performing this in the
field of vehicular traffic data and information.

It is to be understood that the present invention is not
limited in its application to the details of the order or sequence
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of steps of operation or implementation of the method, or, to
the details of construction and arrangement of the various
devices and components of the system, set forth in the fol-
lowing description and drawings. For example, the following
description refers to a cellular telephone type of mobile wire-
less communication network or system as the primary source
of electronically acquired vehicular data and information, in
order to illustrate implementation of the present invention. As
indicated below, additionally, or, alternatively, other types of
mobile wireless communication networks or systems func-
tion as sources of electronically acquired vehicular data and
information. Accordingly, the invention is capable of other
embodiments or of being practiced or carried out in various
ways. Also, it is to be understood that the phraseology and
terminology employed herein are for the purpose of descrip-
tion and should not be regarded as limiting.

Steps, components, operation, and implementation of a
method and system for modeling and processing vehicular
traffic data and information, and using the modeled and pro-
cessed vehicular traffic data and information for providing a
variety of vehicular traffic related service applications to end
users, according to the present invention are better understood
with reference to the following description and accompany-
ing drawings. Throughout the following description and
accompanying drawings, like reference numbers refer to like
elements.

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 is a block flow
diagram of a preferred embodiment of the method and sys-
tem, hereinafter, generally referred to as method/system 10,
of the present invention. Terminology and referenced items
appearing in the following description of FIG. 1 are consis-
tent with those used in FIGS. 1 through 8.

In Step (a) of the method of the present invention, there is
transforming a spatial representation of a road network into a
network of spatially interdependent and interrelated oriented
road sections, for forming an oriented road section network.

Specifically, there is transforming a spatial representation
of a road network 12 into a network of spatially interdepen-
dent and interrelated oriented road sections, for forming an
oriented road section network 14. Preferably, road network 12
is a geographical information system (GIS) type of road net-
work 12, which is well known in the art of vehicular road
traffic data and information. Typically, a GIS type of road
network 12 is a detailed spatial representation of a road net-
work encompassing a particular local or wide area region,
within which are a plurality of sub-regions, sub-areas, or,
other designated sub-divisions, such as roads, turns, junc-
tions, and, areas or regions of variably populated streets and
roads. Associated with road network 12, and consequently,
oriented road section network 14, are the vehicular traffic data
and information which are acquired, collected, or gathered,
among the plurality of sub-regions, sub-areas, or, other des-
ignated sub-divisions. Step (a) corresponds to an initializa-
tion step when method/system 10 is applied to a new geo-
graphical region or road network 12. Vehicular traffic data and
information are subsequently added, by various manual and/
or electronic means, to the oriented road section network 14
model of a GIS type of road network 12.

The approach of the present invention to the field of vehicu-
lar traffic data and information, in general, and to the prob-
lematic situation of vehicular traffic congestion, in particular,
is from a ‘holistic’ point of view, emphasizing the importance
of an entire road network 12 encompassing a particular local
orwide arearegion, and the interdependence and interrelation
of'the plurality of sub-regions, sub-areas, or, other designated
sub-divisions of road network 12. This is accomplished by
adapting and transforming a spatial representation of road
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network 12 into a network of spatially interdependent and
interrelated oriented road sections, for forming oriented road
section network 14. This process is conceptually analogous to
transforming road network 12 into an intertwined weave of
oriented road sections, for forming oriented road section net-
work 14.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a preferred
embodiment of modeling a road network in terms of ‘oriented
road sections’ as part of, and in relation to, oriented road
section network 14 of method/system 10 of FIG. 1. In the
upper part of FIG. 2, direction of vehicular traffic flow is
indicated by the arrows drawn inside the road segments and
inside the road junctions. Herein, the term ‘road section’, in
general, represents a unit featuring at least one consecutive
road segment of a road network, preferably, a GIS type of road
network, where the at least one road segment, positioned
head-to-tail relative to each other, are located between two
road junctions, referred to as a tail end road junction and a
head end road junction, within the road network, and are
characterized by similar vehicular traffic data and informa-
tion. In practice, typically, a ‘road section’ represents a unit
featuring a set of a plurality of consecutive road segments of
aroad network, preferably, a GIS type of road network, where
the consecutive road segments, positioned head-to-tail rela-
tive to each other, are located between two road junctions, a
tail end road junction and a head end road junction, within the
road network, and are characterized by similar vehicular traf-
fic data and information. For purposes of effectively model-
ing a particular road network, a plurality of road segments are
therefore combined into a single homogeneous or uniform
road section characterized by homogeneous or uniform
vehicular traffic data and information. Accordingly, the road
network is modeled as a plurality of road sections.

Accordingly, in the upper part of FIG. 2, generally indi-
cated as 15, aroad section, as a first example, road section 16,
represents a unit featuring a set of a plurality of, for example,
two, consecutive road segments 18 and 20 of a road network
(12 in FIG. 1, partly shown in FI1G. 2), where consecutive road
segments 18 and 20 are positioned head-to-tail relative to
each other, are located between two road junctions, in par-
ticular, head end road junction 22 and tail end road junction
24, within the road network, and are characterized by similar
vehicular traffic data and information. As a second example,
road section 26, represents a unit featuring a set of a plurality
of, for example, three, consecutive road segments 28, 30, and,
32, within the same road network (12 in FIG. 1, partly shown
in FIG. 2), where consecutive road segments 28, 30, and, 32,
are positioned head-to-tail relative to each other, are located
between two road junctions, in particular, head end road
junction 34 and tail end road junction 22, within the road
network, and are characterized by similar vehicular traffic
data and information.

Two additional examples, relating to the two directions of
a bi-directional street, of a road section, are road section 36
and road section 38, each representing a single consecutive
road segment 40, within the road network (12 in FIG. 1, partly
shown in FIG. 2), where consecutive road segment 40 is
positioned head-to-tail (relative to itself and oppositely for
each of the two directions), located between two road junc-
tions, in particular, head end road junction 42 and tail end road
junction 22, and, head end road junction 22 and tail end road
junction 42, respectively, within the road network, and each is
characterized by a particular vehicular traffic data and infor-
mation, according to each of the two directions, respectively.

Herein, the term ‘oriented road section’ represents a road
section having a single vehicular traffic continuation option
located at the head end road junction. Herein, a single vehicu-
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lar traffic continuation option refers to one of the various
vehicular traffic flow options a vehicle may take, such as
optionally continuing to travel straight, optionally taking a
right turn, or, optionally taking a left turn, from a particular
road segment joined or linked to the head end road junction.
Accordingly, a vehicular traffic continuation option is
selected from the group consisting of continuing to travel
straight, taking a right turn, and, taking a left turn, from a
particular road segment joined or linked to the head end road
junction.

Accordingly, in the lower part of FIG. 2, generally indi-
cated as 50, shown are eight oriented road sections, that is,
oriented road sections 16a, 165, 16¢, associated with road
section 16; oriented road sections 26a and 265, associated
with road section 26; oriented road section 36a, associated
with road section 36; and, oriented road sections 38a and 385,
associated with road section 38. Each oriented road section
has a single vehicular traffic continuation option, that is, a
vehicular traffic continuation option selected from the group
consisting of continuing to travel straight, taking a right turn,
and, taking a left turn, from the particular road segment joined
or linked to the associated head end road junction, as shown
by the arrows in the lower part of FIG. 2, corresponding to the
arrows in the upper part of FIG. 1, indicating direction of
vehicular traffic flow drawn inside the road segments and
inside the road junctions.

An equally alternative way of defining the term oriented
road section is that, a road section having a head end road
junction with a particular plurality of vehicular traffic con-
tinuation options is split or divided into that particular plural-
ity of oriented road sections. Accordingly, in FIG. 2, for
example, road section 16 having head end road junction 22
with a plurality of three vehicular traffic continuation options,
that is, vehicular traffic continuation option 16a (continuing
to travel straight), 165 (taking a right turn), and, 16¢ (taking a
left turn), is split or divided into a plurality of three oriented
road sections 16a, 165, and 16¢, respectively.

When special lanes in the various road segments within the
oriented road section network are assigned to turning traffic,
the respective oriented road sections may yield different
vehicular traffic data and information, such as different values
relating to road congestion or heavy vehicular traffic volume.
This representation of a road network enables the incorpora-
tion of interdependence and interrelation among the plurality
of road segments, the plurality of road sections, and, the
plurality of oriented road sections. In particular, the oriented
road section network model of a road network accounts for
the significant influence of road junctions on vehicular traffic
flow and associated travel time delays. Moreover, there is
strong interdependence and interrelation between any given
particular oriented road section characterized by a particular
traffic situation or scenario and other oriented road sections in
the same vicinity, either crossing or parallel to the particular
oriented road section.

In Step (b), there is acquiring a variety of vehicular traffic
data and information associated with the oriented road sec-
tion network, from a variety of sources.

An important aspect of the present invention is the ability to
model and process a wide variety of vehicular traffic data and
information, in particular, which are used for generating cur-
rent and future vehicular traffic situation pictures. Referring
to method/system 10 of FIG. 1, sources of vehicular traffic
data and information are selected from the group consisting
of sources 60 of fixed sensors, sources 62 of mobile sensors,
sources 64 of traffic reports by police or radio broadcasts of
vehicular traffic data and information, other sources 66, and
combinations thereof. Each of the variety of acquired, col-



US 9,324,232 B2

11

lected, or, gathered, vehicular traffic data and information, is
characterized by a variable level of accuracy, and is indepen-
dent of any other specific characteristics of the corresponding
source.

Systems of fixed sensors and traffic reports of historical
and/or event related vehicular traffic data and information are
presently the most common sources of vehicular traffic data
and information, and are well known in the art of vehicular
traffic data and information. However, the present invention
features mobile sensors as most advantageous for acquiring
vehicular traffic data and information, even though they have
lower confidence levels. A growing number of mobile wire-
less communication devices are increasingly being installed
or carried in vehicles, and are capable of transmitting vehicu-
lar locations to a computerized central data and information
receiving and processing system. Such mobile wireless com-
munication devices are telemetric devices with GPS capabili-
ties, anti-theft devices, and, driver-carried devices such as
computer laptops and cellular phones. The respective com-
puterized central data and information receiving and process-
ing systems have capabilities of locating these devices, and
act as sources of vehicular traffic data and information for
assessing traffic situations. The variability of these devices
and the spreading popularity of some of them leads to an
abundant and widespread population of mobile sensors.
However, some of these systems, such as a cellular telephone
wireless communication networks, have poor location accu-
racy, and therefore require elaborate and unique processing in
order to extract useful vehicular traffic data and information.

In principle, method/system 10 of the present invention is
applicable to all types of mobile sensor systems, and models
and processes the variability of location accuracy, vehicular
traffic movement data and information, reading time inter-
vals, and other types of vehicular traffic data and information
as further described below. Method/system 10 acquires
vehicular traffic data and information from several such
sources in parallel and combines or fuses the acquired vehicu-
lar traffic data and information into one coherent and com-
plete vehicular traffic situation picture.

Acquiring the vehicular traffic data and information from a
mobile sensor system is performed by tracking a sample of
mobile sensors 62 (FIG. 1) that are carried in moving
vehicles. Locations of mobile sensors 62 are obtained from
the mobile network in known time intervals, and accordingly,
the path of the vehicle is identified in terms of a plurality of
oriented road sections featured in the oriented road section
network, for example, the plurality of exemplary oriented
road sections shown in FIG. 2 featured in oriented road sec-
tion network 14 (FIG. 1), and the velocity of a given vehicle
on the different road sections of the identified path are calcu-
lated. A statistical processing of the velocities of all mobile
sensors 62 that traveled on a specific oriented road section
during the time period of an assessment cycle yields a nor-
malized travel time (NTT) value, hereinafter, also referred to
as an NTT value, on that specific oriented road section, where
the normalized travel time refers to a travel time normalized
with respect to a pre-determined distance, for example, in a
non-limiting fashion, normalized with respect to a distance
having a range of between about 10 meters to about 100
meters, preferably, a distance of 100 meters. When more than
one such NTT value is calculated, a possibility of different
velocities on different lanes of a particular oriented road
section is indicated.

In Step (c), there is prioritizing, filtering, and controlling,
the vehicular traffic data and information acquired from each
of the variety of sources.
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In this step of implementing method/system 10, consider-
ation is given to various aspects relating to prioritizing, filter-
ing, and controlling, the vehicular traffic data and information
acquired from each of the variety of sources. For example,
filtering noise corresponding to irrelevant sensors and erro-
neous data.

With respect to the choice of the sampled mobile sensor
devices, sampling policy or prioritizing the variety of vehicu-
lar traffic data and information, and controlling the sampling
of the vehicular traffic data and information, statistical con-
sideration show that a very small percentage, approximately
1-2%, of moving vehicles provide a sufficient base to obtain
the necessary data. The number of moving sensors is, how-
ever, huge, and there is need to efficiently choose the sample
population, to decide on a sampling policy, and to control its
carrying out, so that the data collected will be as relevant as
possible for the purpose of vehicular traffic assessment.

The choice of sample units is done by making sure that they
are in high probability moving-vehicle-carried. In cellular
telephone networks, this is done by identifying phones whose
cell-handover rates indicate a relatively fast movement. A
parallel procedure is performed for any mobile sensor source.
In mobile anti-theft systems, for example, vehicular ignition
activation is a valid indicator of ‘movement-suspicion’. This
initial choice of sensor population assures, for example, that
pedestrians will not be included, and so prevents, along the
track, the confusion between walking pedestrians and slow-
ing traffic due to heavy congestion.

Data acquisition from cellular phones is controlled by a
server connected to a particular cellular phone network. The
operation of cellular phones provokes a large amount of
administrative and control messages that flow in the cellular
phone network whenever any cellular ‘event’ occurs. For
example, initiation of a call, completion of a call, transmis-
sion of a short message service (SMS) message, a cell tran-
sition or handover, etc. The server of the cellular phone net-
work monitors these messages and intercepts those that
indicate ‘movement’ of cellular phone holders, for example,
phones whose cell handovers rate can point to a vehicle speed.

Those cellular phones that are suspected as being “vehicle-
carried’ are immediately tracked for their locations using the
handovers themselves as “footprints”® or ‘footsteps’, and/or
other locating capability of the cellular phone network. Dif-
ferent particular cellular phone networks use different locat-
ing techniques and systems, each having a different charac-
teristic locating accuracy. Method/system 10 is independent
of'specific locating techniques and systems, and is suited to a
variability of accuracy and precision levels. For example, a
common difficulty concerning locating accuracy and preci-
sion of a mobile sensor network is the phenomenon of ‘noise’,
such as that caused by reflections, low cell-efficiency man-
agement, and/or, even errors. As a result of this, a substantial
number of the footprints is erroneous, whereby they do not
represent real or actual sensor locations.

The tracking of the ‘moving’ phones is done by polling
their locations in known time intervals. This operation is
controlled by Sampler software module 1 indicated in FIG. 1.
Sampler software module 1 regulates the sampling so that it
will be most efficient. Specifically, for example, Sampler
software module 1 (i) filters out cellular phones that are
recognized as ‘noise’, (ii) prioritizes the vehicular traffic data
and information acquisition according to policy or present
vehicular traffic circumstances, (iii) prevents tracking cellular
phones that stopped moving, and, (iv) maintains the sampling
procedure within the locating capacity of the particular cel-
Iular phone network.
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Once the ‘moving’ sensors are identified, method/system
10 includes them in the sample population and controls the
flow of the vehicular traffic data and information according to
actual features and capabilities of method/system 10, in gen-
eral, and of Sampler software module 1, in particular, and,
according to changing locations of the moving sensors along
their respective paths. For example, Sampler software mod-
ule 1 obtains the vehicular traffic data and information by
‘push’ or ‘pull’ procedures, that is, where ‘push’ is a mode of
receiving the vehicular traffic data and information that is
initiated by source 62 of the mobile sensors, and, where ‘pull’
is a mode of receiving the vehicular traffic data and informa-
tion when the initiator is Sampler software module 1. This
tracking operation is controlled by method/system 10 accord-
ing to a predefined and updated policy. For instance, accord-
ing to a policy of ‘not to track too many vehicles in a same
region’, ‘focus the tracking on a certain problematic region’,
“stop tracking a vehicle that stopped for a predetermined time
interval’, and, ‘collect vehicular traffic data and information
within a certain limited capacity of the cellular phone net-
work’.

As previously indicated, amain aspect of the present inven-
tion relates to techniques for protecting the privacy of indi-
viduals associated with, or hosting, the sources 62 (FIG. 2) of
the mobile sensors or electronic devices, of the vehicular
traffic data and information which are acquired, collected, or
gathered, using techniques based on GPS and/or cellular tele-
phone types of mobile wireless communications networks or
systems. Tracking vehicles without the knowledge and con-
sent of their drivers may be considered as violation of privacy.
Method/system 10, in general, and technical architecture of
method/system 10, in particular, are designed for deleting
identities of the associated sample units, and for deleting
individual sensor tracks once their derived velocities are
incorporated into calculations and processing associated with
the plurality of oriented road sections within oriented road
section network 14.

Moreover, these processing steps take place in a server that
is connected to the mobile sensor source network. When more
than one mobile sensor source provides vehicular traffic data
and information to method/system 10, such a server is in
communication with each of the data providers. Tracked
vehicles are not identified by using phone numbers. Even
within the short tracking times, mobile sensor identities are
kept within the location of the cellular phone network, so that
during the whole process, privacy of cellular phone users is
protected.

In Step (d), there is calculating a mean normalized travel
time (N'TT) value for each oriented road section of the ori-
ented road section network using the prioritized, filtered, and
controlled, vehicular traffic data and information associated
with each source, for forming a partial current vehicular traf-
fic situation picture associated with each source.

Prioritized, filtered, and controlled, vehicular traffic data
and information associated with each source are transmitted
from Sampler software module 1 to NTT calculator software
module 2, as indicated in FI1G. 1. In this step of implementing
method/system 10 (FIG. 1), consideration is given to assess-
ment of normalized travel times (NTTs) values on oriented
road sections, from individual calculated values of NTTs,
and, to inaccuracy problems relating to identifying the path of
a sample, and in extracting and calculating the NTT values.

Data from fixed sensors are usually received in terms of
velocity or NTT values. Transition of these values for pro-
cessing according to the model of method/system 10 of the
present invention is straightforward to one of ordinary skill in
the art, and is not further described herein. Vehicular traffic
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data and information obtained from traffic reports are handled
manually and used for determining specific NTT values on
oriented road sections or the specific patterns to be used.
Vehicular traffic data and information from mobile sensor
sources is processed in a more elaborate way. As previously
indicated, above, in this description of the preferred embodi-
ments, source 62 of the plurality of mobile sensors is repre-
sented as a cellular phone network, being the most complex
one, but is generally applicable to other mobile wireless com-
munication networks or systems operating with a plurality of
mobile sensors or electronic devices.

Specifically applicable to vehicular traffic data and infor-
mation associated with the mobile cellular phone network
source, there is identifying a path taken by each vehicle and
calculating a mean normalized travel time (N'TT) value for
each oriented road section of oriented road section network
14 (FIG. 1) using the prioritized, filtered, and controlled
vehicular traffic data and information, for forming a partial
current vehicular traffic situation picture associated with the
cellular phone network source.

Location readings acquired from mobile sensor networks
are the “footprints’ of the sensor’s track. When footprints are
inaccurate, they are represented by geometrical areas, whose
form and size depend on the particular features of the locating
method. In cellular phone networks, footprints can be the
cells themselves, with or without time-advance data, and their
graphic representation is by segments of circle sectors whose
coverage can reach dimensions between tens and thousands
of meters. Another type of footprint associated with cellular
phone networks is a cell-handover, whose graphic represen-
tation is dictated by the relative position of the two cells
involved in the ‘handover’.

Specific characteristics of the location data obtained from
the variety of mobile sensor networks varies with the net-
work, whereby, method/system 10 accounts for them in a
generic way, by implementing statistical methods and algo-
rithms that rely on some assumptions as to the reasonable
behavior of vehicular drivers. The path of the vehicle is
deduced out of several consecutive readings. The deduced
path is the sequence of connected oriented road sections that
cross the location areas in the order of their appearance, and
which join into a logical route to take between two points. In
this step, some of the ‘noise’ is discovered, for example,
footprints that went beyond bounds of a ‘sensible’ travel
route. Additionally, those mobile sensors that are notrelevant,
for example, those carried in trains, are also identified. Those
single footprints or irrelevant sample units are immediately
rejected and their tracking is stopped.

The NTTs of the vehicle on every section of the deduced
path is calculated using the timings of the footprints. The
vehicle’s position on the road at the reading’s moment is
determined by introducing some additional assumptions, like
minimal acceleration and minimal velocity. The size of the
footprints of a specific source influences the resolution of the
oriented road sections that can be valued. Actually, the
method emphasizes the more congested roads, because they
statistically offer more readings. Those are identified even if
they are minor roads, but, with worse accuracy. However,
there will always be smaller streets and roads that this system
will fail to exactly identify. Those areas of smaller streets,
confined and closed within higher level arteries of the road
network are referred to as ‘regions’ in the road network.
Method/system 10 identifies ‘passage’ of the mobile sensor in
such a region, and determines the average NTT value in that
region. Indetermination of specific streets within regions of
the road network is insignificant for the purpose of imple-
menting method/system 10, because they usually behave in a
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similar way, otherwise specific streets that are more con-
gested would stand out in the first place.

NTT values on an individual oriented section are calcu-
lated using the results obtained from all mobile sensors that
passed that oriented road section, hence resulting in statisti-
cally determined N'TT values for each oriented road section.
The unification of the individual NTT values into a deter-
mined value per oriented road section is done with consider-
ation of the confidence factor of each of the individual data.
This confidence factor is a function of the accuracy, the
amount of footprints, the error rate, and so on.

In the transition process from individual to comprehensive
NTT values, an additional filtering stage takes place. Irregu-
larities of some sensors may again indicate irrelevancy (sta-
tioned or slow moving vehicle, stop-and-go vehicles like
trash collectors, etc.) or error. Data from those mobile sensors
are rejected and filtered out of the continuation in the pro-
cessing of the data. The outcome of this step in method/
system 10 is an NTT picture of the oriented road sections for
a certain time stamp, as calculated and assessed out of the
specific network of mobile sensors. Accordingly, there is
forming a partial current vehicular traffic situation picture
associated with each network source of mobile sensors.

As indicated in FIG. 1, prioritized, filtered, and controlled,
vehicular traffic data and information associated with each
source are transmitted from Sampler software module 1 to
NTT calculator software module 2. NTT calculator software
module 2 identifies the path taken by every vehicle from the
consecutive footsteps of the mobile sensor associated with
each vehicle. A small number of low-accuracy locations can
fit several possible paths, but with each additional footstep of
the vehicle, the number of path alternatives is reduced, and the
path is determined by method/system 10 only when the set of
footsteps points to one path in high probability. The probabil-
ity influences the confidentiality of the path.

FIG. 3 is a pictorial diagram illustrating exemplary results
obtained from the process of path identification using vehicu-
lar traffic data and information acquired from mobile sensors
of'acellular phone mobile communication network, and, FIG.
4 is a pictorial diagram illustrating exemplary results obtained
from the process of path identification using vehicular traffic
data and information acquired from mobile sensors of an
anti-theft mobile communication network. For purposes of
clarity, background 70 in FIG. 3, and, background 80 in FIG.
4, each corresponds to a GIS type representation of road
network 12 (FIG. 1).

Sectors, for example, sectors 72, 74, and, 76, in F1G. 3, and,
squares, for example, squares 82, 84, and, 86, in FIG. 4,
represent the footprints corresponding to the tracking data
obtained from the two different types of mobile communica-
tion networks, that is, from a cellular phone mobile commu-
nication network, and, from an anti-theft mobile communi-
cation network, respectively. Location accuracy in FIGS. 3
and 4 is approximately 0.5-1.0 km. In FIGS. 3 and 4, the path
identified by NTT calculator software module 2 of method/
system 10 is indicated by the dark lined path, that is, dark
lined path 90 in FIG. 3, and, dark lined path 100 in FIG. 4,
which is exactly the one taken by the vehicle, as shown by
highly accurate readings, indicated by the set of small solid
diamonds 92 in FIG. 3, and, by the set of small solid circles
102 in FIG. 4, obtained from a GPS tracking system serving
as control data.

Once a path is identified, the normalized travel times
(NTTs) values between the footsteps are calculated, hence,
NTT values of the plurality of oriented road sections for an
individual vehicle are assessed. At this stage, the determined
path of the mobile sensor may be identified as crossing a
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‘region’ of streets having low vehicular traffic congestion.
Ordinarily, footprint accuracy prevents identification of spe-
cific streets in such a region. NTT calculator software module
2 processes such regions as a special type of oriented road
section and allocates the region with a calculated NTT value
that is a good average indicating crossing time of the region,
no matter which one of the inner roads is traveled along by the
vehicle.

Inthe next part of Step (d) of method/system 10, individual
NTT values calculated in a given processing cycle for every
oriented road section are accumulated and statistically ana-
lyzed for providing a mean N'TT value for each respective
oriented road section. Eventually, more than one NTT (sta-
tistical ‘peak’) value is identified, thereby, suggesting the
possibility of different lanes having different NTT values.
Such a situation occurs, for example, when an oriented road
section has several lanes, each with a different NTT value.

The overall data processing of Step (d) forms a current
snapshot of NTT values on part of road network 12, and, thus,
on part of oriented section network 14 (FIG. 1). The partiality
of the vehicular traffic situation picture originates from the
fact that only a portion of the roads in road network 12 are
monitored in every calculation cycle. This partial picture is
fused in the next step, Step (e), with similar partial current
vehicular traffic situation pictures obtained from other
sources, if any, according to a particular application of
method/system 10, and, with specific reports received from
traffic control authorities and others. FIG. 5 is a schematic
diagram illustrating a partial current vehicular traffic situation
picture, generally indicated as 110, featuring current NTT
values, obtained from an exemplary network source 62 (FI1G.
2) of mobile sensor vehicular traffic data and information, and
indicated for each oriented road section of an exemplary part
of an oriented road section network 14 (FIG. 1).

In Step (e), there is fusing the partial current traffic situa-
tion picture associated with each source, for generating a
single complete current vehicular traffic situation picture
associated with the entire oriented road section network.

The partial current traffic situation picture associated with
each source, for the plurality of sources of vehicular traffic
data and information, is fused by a Fusion and current Picture
generator module 3, as indicated in FIG. 1, for generating a
single complete current vehicular traffic situation picture
associated with the entire oriented road section network. Due
to the generic procedures of the data processing of method/
system 10 (FIG. 1), representations of the partial current
traffic situation pictures obtained from all mobile sources 62
are similar. Vehicular traffic data and information acquired
from other types of sources, for example, acquired from
sources 60 of fixed sensors, sources 64 of traffic reports by
police or radio broadcasts of vehicular traffic data and infor-
mation, and, sources 66, of other types of vehicular traffic
data and information, are respectively processed. The acquir-
ing of vehicular traffic data and information from the variety
of sources, and integrating or fusing, by way of Fusion and
current Picture generator software module 3, into one coher-
ent or complete single current vehicular traffic situation pic-
ture is done in regular time intervals. For example, in a non-
limiting way, the sequence of Steps (b)-(e) is performed at a
pre-determined frequency in a range of from about once per
every two minutes to about once per every ten minutes.

‘Final’ N'TT values for each of the oriented road sections is
obtained by integrating or fusing NTT values associated with
all of the individual sources. NTT values associated with each
source are weighed with a confidence factor appropriate for
each respective source, where confidence factors are deter-
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mined by source parameters, such as location accuracy, and,
quality and quantity of sensors per source. This current
vehicular traffic situation

In the first procedure, gaps are filled in using NTT values
that are predicted, for those missing oriented road sections, in
previous cycles of the process, that is, in previous time inter-
vals of performing Steps (b)-(e) of method/system 10. In the
initial cycles of the process, some default values are deter-
mined by the analysis of historical vehicular traffic data and
information, and road types. It is to be emphasized, that this
stage of the overall process is continuously performed, and
therefore, each single complete current vehicular traffic situ-
ation picture associated with the entire oriented road section
network is based on the combination of predictions and new
vehicular traffic data and information.

In the second procedure, gaps in the current partial vehicu-
lar traffic situation picture are filled in by using a set of
vehicular traffic rules for describing the interdependence,
interrelation, and mutual correlation of vehicular traffic
parameters among the plurality of oriented road sections in a
particular region. Some of the vehicular traffic rules supply
default values of the vehicular traffic parameters. The vehicu-
lar traffic rules are derived by, and based on, analyzing his-
torical vehicular traffic data and information.

In Step (f), there is predicting a future complete vehicular
traffic situation picture associated with the entire oriented
road section network.

Predicting a future complete vehicular traffic situation pic-
ture associated with the entire oriented road section network
is performed by a Predictor software module 4, as indicated in
FIG. 1. From the previous step, Step (e), the single complete
current vehicular traffic situation picture associated with the
entire oriented road section network, which is obtained by
fusing the partial current traffic situation picture associated
with each source, for the plurality of sources of vehicular
traffic data and information, serves as a baseline or starting
point for predicting future layers of vehicular traffic situation
pictures. Step (f) is performed at a pre-determined frequency
in a range of from about once per every two minutes to about
once per every ten minutes. Typically, for implementation, in
a non-limiting fashion, the frequency of performing this step
is usually less than the frequency of performing Steps (b)-(e).

The concept of the model of the comprehensive oriented
road section network 14 (FIG. 1), dictates the process and the
set of prediction tools for implementing method/system 10.
Forming current vehicular traffic situation pictures, and fore-
casting or predicting future vehicular traffic situation pic-
tures, are determined with the aid of vehicular traffic behavior
patterns and rules, which are generated by a Patterns and rules
generator module 6, as indicated in FIG. 1.

Vehicular traffic behavior patterns feature behavior rules of
individual oriented road sections and correlation rules among
the plurality of different oriented road sections, of the entire
oriented road section network 14. Accordingly, by using both
types of rules, the step of predicting a future complete vehicu-
lar traffic situation picture associated with a particular ori-
ented road section in a region within the entire oriented road
section network, is influenced by both the current vehicular
traffic situation picture associated with that particular ori-
ented road section, and, by the plurality of current vehicular
traffic situation pictures associated with other oriented road
sections in the same region of the entire oriented road section
network.

FIG. 6 is a graph, general indicated as graph 120, illustrat-
ing an example of vehicular traffic behavior associated with
an exemplary oriented road section, in terms of different NTT
values plotted as a function of time. Information featured in
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FIG. 6 demonstrates an example of an event identification and
its influence on prediction of a future vehicular traffic situa-
tion picture. The vehicular traffic behavior is associated with
an exemplary oriented road section out of historical vehicular
traffic data and information. When compared to calculated
NTT wvalues, indicated by hollow circles, determined from
actual data, a significant discrepancy is observed. In this
example, calculated NTT values are significantly higher than
pattern N'TT values, indicated by solid squares, determined
from the vehicular traffic pattern based on historical vehicular
traffic data and information. The resulting correction predic-
tion NTT values, associated with the exemplary oriented road
section, are indicated by solid triangles. The correction pre-
diction NTT values are the NTT values that will be incorpo-
rated and fused into layers of future vehicular traffic situation
pictures, associated with this particular oriented road section,
for the ‘prediction horizon’ time period. These layers are
permanently corrected with the formation of the current
vehicular traffic situation pictures in following processing
cycles.

The continuously updated comprehensive and complete
current vehicular traffic situation picture serves as a baseline
of a three-dimensional vehicular traffic forecast picture,
where the horizontal plane represents the roadmap and the
vertical axis represents progression of time. The three dimen-
sional vehicular traffic situation picture is constructed from
discreet layers of vehicular traffic situation pictures, in time-
intervals of a given processing cycle. The lower layer vehicu-
lar traffic situation picture always corresponds to the current
time, and higher layers of vehicular traffic situation pictures
correspond to future predictions.

Future time layers are produced by operating prediction
tools that are products of the analysis of historical vehicular
traffic data and information. This analysis is an on-going
processing of the incoming vehicular traffic data and infor-
mation, and the main resulting tools are behavior patterns and
correlation rules. A behavior pattern of a specific oriented
road section describes the regular changing of the associated
NTT values as a function of time, for example, during minute
and hourly progression of a day. Every oriented road section
has its own behavior pattern, and different behavior patterns
describe the behavior in different circumstances, such as dif-
ferent days of the week, holidays, special events, weather
conditions, and so on.

A correlation rule determines the correlation and interre-
lation of the vehicular traffic situation picture between difter-
ent oriented road sections as a function of time. Correlation
rules are mostly if-then rules. For example, they represent the
fact that “if” a road congestion is being observed on oriented
road section A, ‘then’, a similar road congestion is expected to
occur on oriented road section B after a certain period of time.
These rules are the outcome of a data-mining operation, also
known as an advanced database searching procedure, on the
historical vehicular traffic data and information.

Oriented road sections tend to behave differently even
without the attachment of a certain characteristic to each
vehicular traffic behavior pattern. The observance of values of
the current vehicular traffic situation picture in respect to
optional vehicular traffic behavior patterns, and the operation
of vehicular traffic pattern recognition methods determines
the vehicular traffic pattern that describes the behavior of the
oriented road section at an instant of time.

Furthermore, while regular situations are handled with
these tools, unexpected vehicular traffic developments are
identified from the current vehicular traffic situation pictures
by comparing them to regular vehicular traffic behavior pat-
terns. The set of several recently calculated NTT values on
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each oriented road section is compared to the pattern that
describes the behavior of this oriented road section. Any
significant discrepancy from the pattern activates a respective
correction of the NTT values predicted for this section in the
near future. The corrections are assuming continuous change
rates and a ‘back-to-normal’ return after a prediction horizon
period, as previously described above and graphically illus-
trated in FIG. 6. If the discrepancy identified is the result of a
major event with prolonged influence, the acquired data in the
subsequent processing cycles will prolong the correction
period beyond the horizon period, until the gap between the
regular pattern values and the acquired data is reduced.

Determination of the future behavior of individual oriented
road sections from their respective traffic behavior patterns is
integrated with the mutual horizontal influence of adjacent
oriented road sections using the previously described corre-
lation rules. These rules can predict, for example, the outcome
of traffic events identified by the said discrepancies, and,
predict their propagation in time along adjacent, and non-
adjacent, oriented road sections.

In Step (g), there is using the current vehicular traffic
situation picture and the future vehicular traffic situation pic-
ture for providing a variety of vehicular traffic related service
applications to end users.

Method/system 10 (FIG. 1) of the present invention espe-
cially includes features for using the vehicular traffic data and
information for comprehensively, yet, accurately and practi-
cably, describing current and predicting future vehicular traf-
fic situations and scenarios, from which the processed vehicu-
lar traffic data and information are used for providing the
variety of vehicular traffic related service applications to the
end users. Using the current vehicular traffic situation picture
and the future vehicular traffic situation picture, obtained
from the previous processing steps of method/system 10
(FIG. 1), for providing a variety of vehicular traffic related
service applications to end users, is performed by a Service
engine software module 5, as indicated in FIG. 1.

The unique structure of the three dimensional vehicular
traffic situation picture leads to a corresponding method of
analyzing it, in order to respond to traffic oriented queries
associated with a variety of traffic related service applica-
tions. This analysis is performed by a designated software
module, Service engine software module 5, for a variety of
vehicular traffic related service applications 7, as indicated in
FIG. 1. This software engine is capable of finding optimal
routes between given points, estimating travel times and ini-
tiating alerts and route alterations when unexpected traffic
events change the vehicular traffic situation picture. Any traf-
fic related service application 7 featuring such queries can
receive the necessary vehicular traffic data and information
by simply connecting to Service engine software module 5
through the appropriate interface. FIG. 7 and FIG. 8 show two
exemplary ways in which three-dimensional vehicular traffic
situation pictures are used to enhance providing traffic related
service applications 7 to end users.

FIG. 7 is a graphical diagram illustrating usage of a three-
dimensional vehicular traffic situation picture for providing
route recommendation types of traffic related service appli-
cations to end users. In FIG. 7, three-dimensional vehicular
traffic situation picture, generally indicated as 130, has each
time-layer marked with its time-stamp (t-axis). In a current
time, represented by lowest layer 132, a query arrives from a
service application 7 (FIG. 1), inquiring for the fastest route
from A to B. A recommendation based on the current vehicu-
lar traffic situation picture alone is shown by the dotted line on
right hand graph 134. With the three-dimensional prediction
model, a parallel recommendation analyzes the alternatives in

20

30

40

45

55

20

a way that every particular oriented road section is chosen in
respect to the predicted vehicular traffic situation ‘at the time
of passage of that particular oriented road section’. The
choice of the oriented road section is a function both of its
predicted NTT value and the confidence factor of that predic-
tion. This last factor is determined for oriented road sections
according to the regularity, the stability, and, the fluctuation
rate of the historical behavior of each evaluated oriented road
section. Comparative results of using a static analysis and the
predictive analysis can be quite different, as shown in graph
134.

FIG. 8 is a graphical diagram illustrating usage of a three-
dimensional vehicular traffic situation picture for providing
traffic alerts and alternative route recommendation types of
traffic related service applications to end users. In FIG. 8,
three-dimensional vehicular traffic situation picture, gener-
ally indicated as 140, has each time-layer marked with its
time-stamp (t-axis). FIG. 8 shows the same model for initia-
tion of alerts and recommendations of alternative routes. The
‘unexpected’ traffic event 142 that happens at the current,
lower layer, time, is way off the recommended route. How-
ever, the correlation rules show that the influence of unex-
pected traffic event 142 will propagate in time, resulting in
road congestion that will reach one of the oriented road sec-
tions of the recommended route “at the time that the vehicle is
supposed to pass unexpected traffic event 142. Therefore, an
alert is sent to the driver with a recommendation of one or
more known alternative routes.

Method/system 10 of the present invention provides
vehicular traffic data and information, and, provides a variety
of vehicular traffic related service applications to end users,
on the basis of existing infrastructure of vehicular traffic data
and information acquisition and collection, such as by using
a cellular phone mobile communication network, and the
construction of centralized dynamic vehicular traffic situa-
tion pictures, both current and future, for a geographical area
within road network 12 (FIG. 1). The character of the vehicu-
lar traffic data and information and processing of it requires
unique, elaborate, and comprehensive, handling during the
entire sequence of processing steps, Steps (a) through (g), as
is represented in the above description.

The present invention is implemented for acquiring, mod-
eling, and processing vehicular traffic data and information,
in order to be compatible with a wide variety of end user types
of traffic related service applications. Therefore, it is a main
aspect of the present invention that the ‘data providing mobile
sensors’ are not limited to being those which are associated
with the particular end users of such traffic related service
applications. Hence, acquiring the vehicular traffic data and
information from the data providing network does not depend
atall on a specific group of mobile sensor device carrying end
users.

The final result of method/system 10 (FIG. 1) is, therefore,
a continuously on-going repetitive sequence of generating
dynamic vehicular traffic situation pictures. The sequence is
updated in predetermined time intervals, as previously
described above, preferably, in a range of between about once
per every two minutes to about once per every ten minutes.
The described sequence of generating dynamic three-dimen-
sional vehicular traffic situation pictures serves as a highly
accurate and precise data base for vehicular traffic related
service applications.

While the invention has been described in conjunction with
specific embodiments and examples thereof, it is evident that
many alternatives, modifications and variations will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art. Accordingly, it is intended to
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embrace all such alternatives, modifications and variations
that fall within the spirit and broad scope of the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A system configured to model and process vehicular
traffic data, comprising:
executable software configured to acquire vehicular traffic
data associated with said road network from a sample of
a plurality of mobile sensors in communication with a
cellular wireless telecommunications network, the soft-
ware stored in a computer readable medium and com-
prising instructions for selected said sample of said plu-
rality of mobile sensors and for tracking locations of
mobile sensors of said sample over the road network;

wherein acquiring vehicular traffic data includes determin-
ing a normalized travel time (NTT) of the mobile sensors
or a statistic indicating the travel speed, where the NTT
refers to a travel time normalized with respect to a pre-
determined distance;

the computer readable medium further comprising instruc-

tions for representing a road network associated with the
vehicular traffic data and information, the road network
comprising a plurality of road sections; and

the computer readable medium further comprising instruc-

tions for protecting the privacy of individuals associated
with said mobile sensors of said sample by automati-
cally deleting identities of said mobile sensors of said
sample in response to incorporation of their derived
velocities into processing associated with the plurality
of sections.

2. The system of claim 1, comprising an interface config-
ured to receive location data and/or information provided by
a server of a mobile wireless telecommunications network.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein said mobile sensors of
said sample are selected from the group consisting of: com-
puter devices; cellular phone devices; vehicle anti-theft
devices; and combinations thereof.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein said software obtains
locations of said mobile sensors of said sample from said
wireless communications system in known time intervals.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein a path of a vehicle on the
road network is determined in terms of a plurality of said road
sections.

6. The system of claim 1, further comprising a mechanism
configured to identify said mobile sensors of said sample
having a relatively fast movement indicating vehicular move-
ment.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein said mobile sensors of
said sample include cellular mobile telephones and/or com-
puters in communication with a wireless cellular telecommu-
nications network, and wherein said software identifies said
mobile cellular devices whose cell transition and/or handover
rates indicate a relatively fast movement indicative of vehicu-
lar movement.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein said mobiles sensors of
said sample include mobile vehicle anti-theft devices and
wherein said software identifies said mobile vehicle anti-theft
devices indicating ignition activation potentially indicating
vehicular movement.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein said tracking is per-
formed by polling said locations of said mobile sensors of
said sample in known time intervals.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein said software is further
configured to perform the step of filtering out said mobile
sensors of said sample that are recognized as noise.
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11. The system of claim 1, wherein said software is further
configured to perform the step of preventing said tracking of
said mobile sensors of said sample that stop moving for a
predetermined time interval.

12. The system of claim 1, wherein said software is further
configured to perform the step of preventing said tracking of
said mobile sensors of said sample that have traveled beyond
the bounds of a sensible route.

13. The system of claim 1, wherein said software is con-
figured to maintain said tracking within locating capacity of
said wireless telecommunications network.

14. The system of claim 1, wherein said software is con-
figured to acquire the vehicular traffic data by a procedure
selected from the group consisting of: a push procedure; a pull
procedure; and, combinations thereof; said push procedure is
a mode of said acquiring the vehicular traffic data and infor-
mation initiated by said mobile sensors of said sample, and,
said pull procedure is a mode of said acquiring the vehicular
traffic data and information initiated by a software module
sampling said mobile sensors of said sample.

15. The system of claim 1, wherein said tracking is con-
trolled according to a predefined and updated policy selected
from the group consisting of: not to track too many said
vehicles in a same region of said road network; focus said
tracking on a certain problematic region of said road network;
stop said tracking said vehicles that stopped for a pre-deter-
mined time interval; collect the vehicular traffic data and
information within a certain limited capacity of a said wire-
less telecommunications network; and, combinations
thereof.

16. The system of claim 1, wherein said road network is
represented as a geographical information system (GIS) road
network.

17. The system of claim 1, wherein each said road section
of'said road network represents a road section having a single
vehicular traffic continuation option located at a head end
road junction, said road section represents a unit featuring a
plurality of consecutive road segments of said road network,
said consecutive road segments positioned head-to-tail rela-
tive to each other are located between two road junctions, a
tail end road junction and a said head end road junction,
within said road network, and are characterized by similar
vehicular traffic data and information, and, said single
vehicular traffic continuation option refers to one of various
vehicular traffic flow options said each vehicle may take
within said road network.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein said vehicular traffic
continuation option is selected from the group consisting of
continuing to travel straight, taking a right turn, and, taking a
left turn, from a said road segment joined or linked to a said
head end road junction.

19. The system of claim 17, wherein, when lanes in various
said road segments within said road section network are
assigned to turning traffic, respective said road sections may
yield different vehicular traffic data and information.

20. The system of claim 1, wherein a particular traffic
situation or scenario characterizing a particular road section
is interdependent and interrelated with other particular said
traffic situations or scenarios characterizing other particular
said road sections of said road section network.

21. The system of claim 1, wherein vehicular traffic data
and information is sourced from a variety of sources, and
wherein the variety of sources of the vehicular traffic data and
information is selected from the group consisting of: fixed
sensors; of mobile sensors; traffic reports by police; radio
broadcasts of the vehicular traffic data and information; his-
torical and event related vehicular traffic data and informa-
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tion; other sources of the vehicular traffic data and informa-
tion; and combinations thereof.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein each said source is
characterized by a variable level of accuracy.

23. The system of claim 1, arranged to provide input to a
variety of vehicular traffic related Service applications
selected from the group consisting of: finding optimal routes
between given points of said road network; finding alternative
routes between given points of said road network; estimating
travel times between given points of said road network; ini-
tiating alerts and route alterations when unexpected traffic
events change said current vehicular traffic situation picture;
and, combinations thereof.

24. The system of claim 1, wherein the derived velocities
are characterized by NTT values.

25. A system configured to model and process vehicular
traffic data, comprising:

executable software configured to acquire vehicle traffic

data associated with said road network from a sample of
a plurality of mobile sensors in communication with a
cellular wireless telecommunications network, the soft-
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ware stored in a computer readable medium and com-
prising instructions for selecting said sample of said
plurality of mobile sensors and for tracking locations of
mobile sensors of said sample over the road network;

wherein acquiring vehicular traffic data includes determin-
ing a normalized travel time (NTT) of the mobile sensors
or a statistic indicated the travel speed, where the NTT
refers to a travel time normalized with respect to a pre-
determined distance;

the computer readable medium further comprising instruc-
tions for representing a road network associated with the
vehicular traffic data and information, the road network
comprising a plurality of road sections; and

the computer readable medium further comprising instruc-
tions for protecting the privacy of individuals associated
with said mobile sensors of said sample by automati-
cally deleting individual sensor tracks of said mobile
sensors of said sample in response to incorporation of
their derived velocities into processing associated with
the plurality of sections.
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